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Tackling Fake News
What are media literacy and its importance within society?
Media literacy refers to the ability of a person to think critically about the information that has been published by a certain news outlet. There have grown several news outlets that are thought to be disseminated “made-up news” and therefore the consumers of such news ought to think critically about the news that they are publishing. Media literacy entails the ability to differentiate fact from opinion as well as understanding how news outlets can be employed to influence people (David 2). Therefore, media literacy is important since it forms the basis for becoming informed as well as being a critical thinker. Also, media literacy helps individuals within society to become immune to undue influence and false information. 
What are “made-up news” and why do individuals create it?
“Made-up news” or fake news refers to any information which is intentionally meant to be either largely or wholly misleading or false. Various reasons or issues can act as motivators for the creation of the “made-up news” (Corn-artists 1:02). One of the reasons is that for financial gain. A person who is being motivated by financial gains through fake news, get people to click on sites so that they can be exposed to advertising. There are also other reasons such as making people turn against or support a certain political candidate, motivate people to buy certain products as well as taking certain actions. Some other individuals within the media industry might perpetuate “made-up news” to deceive others or as a prank. However, those who publish something that they later on realize was untrue, should correct it. 
How can someone identify fake news?
There are various ways through which one can apply to identify fake news. A reader should consider the source of the news and some other stories that have been published by the source (David 1). The other factor to consider is the news story biased or one-sided towards a certain point of view. Also, the reader should consider the article’s author. The reader should strive to search for the author and source to ascertain what else have they published so far and what others are commenting about them. It is through researching the author, that a reader will be able to check the author’s credentials. 
How do we explain the difference between opinions and facts?
It is through facts and opinions that we get to understand the society around us. Facts are accurate reports of some events that took place or about something that exists, while opinions are an interpretation of the meaning or impact usually from one’s perspective. It is correct for an opinion to have been influenced by an individual’s world view. However, for those who express their opinion about something or a certain group of people, should be able to back them with facts reasonably than incorrect information. For instance, from “The Dunning-Kruger Effect” video trump asserted that the immigrants were responsible for crimes in the US since they are bringing to the country drugs and are rapists (Pindex 1:38). However, Donald Trump did not have facts to back up his claims about the immigrants. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the right thing that an individual should do when one identifies fake news?
While it is not good to start spreading “made-up news”, it is good to leave a comment on the link to the news with one’s correction. At least such a move will assist in setting the record straight.  
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